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The Opening of the Meeting

The Opening Word by the President of the COOMET

The meeting was opened by the President of the COOMET V.Belotserkovsky, who welcomed the COOMET members and the experts, who accompanied them. He also welcomed the guests of the meeting, the representatives of the metrological institutions of Kyrgyzia, Uzbekistan and Yugoslavia, and mentioned that the meeting was held in the hospitable land of a rather young COOMET member, the State Committee for Standardisation of the Republic of Kazakhstan. In spite of the fact that the agenda was very tight, the president firmly believed that it will be successfully fulfilled.

After that, the floor was given to the organisers of the meeting, who also welcomed the participants of the meeting.

The Welcoming Speech on Behalf of the Chairman of the Kazakhstan Committee for Standardisation

The welcoming speech on behalf of the Chairman of the Kazakhstan Committee for Standardisation M. Rysbekov was given by the Committee member from Kazakhstan Z. Abdirassilov.

In his speech he assured the participants of the meeting that the Republic of Kazakhstan is a worthy COOMET member and that it has all the necessary resources for co-operation.

Then, Mr. Abdirassilov outlined the goals of the Kazakhstan Committee for Standardisation and the structure of the metrological service in the republic. A new law “On the provision of uniformity of measurements”, which meets the international demands, was approved of by the Parliament and has been sent for approval to the President of the Republic of Kazakhstan. The government of the republic has allocated funds for the development of the standard base.

The speaker expressed his confidence in the fact that the co-operation of Kazakhstan within COOMET will allow for close co-operation with other countries, which will be mutually beneficial for all. 

In the end, Mr. Abdirassilov expressed his hope that the work of the meeting would bring good results.

On organisation-members of the COOMET and on the membership of the COOMET Committee

The President of the COOMET V.Belotserkovsky informed the participants of the meeting that the President of GUM of Poland gave him notice of the discontinuance of GUM’s participation in the activities of the COOMET since June 1, 2000, which has been sent to all COOMET members by the COOMET Secretariat. The President expressed his regret on the matter. He mentioned that Poland contributed a lot to the making and development of the COOMET in the time when the country was responsible for chairmanship and the Secretariat of the COOMET, and also to the development of the topics for co-operation, especially in the fields of “ Mass, force and pressure” and “Reference Materials”, for which the Polish experts were appointed COOMET rapporteurs. 

The representative of GUM of Poland at the 10th meeting of the Committee Ms.Klarner-Snyadovska gave the President of the COOMET the letter by K.Mordzinski of May 19, 2000, concerning further relationships between the COOMET and GUM of Poland and the wish of Poland to participate in COOMET activities on certain topics. 

After that, the President of the COOMET read out the appeal of the State inspection for standardisation and metrology under the Government of the Kyrgyz Republic (Kyrgyzstandard), concerning its joining of the COOMET.

At the meeting, the deputy director of Kyrgyzstandard Mr.V.Balykin told the participants of the Kyrgyz legal basis of metrology, of the structure, goals and activities of the State meteorological service of the country.

On behalf of Kyrgyz Republic, the Memorandum of Co-operation within the COOMET was signed by Mr.B.Davlesov, the director of the institution.

The President of the COOMET informed the participants of the meeting of the changes in the membership of the COOMET Committee.

The following persons were appointed as new members:

· Zatbek Abdirassilov for the Republic of Kazakhstan;

· Lionel Enriquez Rodriguez for the Republic of Cuba;

· Dragos Boychuk for Romania;

· Gorislav Sydorenko for the Ukraine.

It was also mentioned that the following representatives were absent from the meeting of the COOMET Committee:

Bulgaria. The President of the COOMET was informed by the Chairman of the National Agency for Standardisation And Metrology of the absence of the representative of Bulgaria from the 10th meeting of the COOMET Committee, no reasons having been explained.

Lithuania. The representative of the Lithuanian State Metrological Service had informed the President of his absence at the meeting and made clear his point of view on every issue on the agenda.

Romania. The President and the Secretariat have no information on the reasons of the absence of the representative of this country at the meeting. It was also noted that the new representative had not actively participated in the co-operation within COOMET and that the Romanian party became less active on the whole after the retirement of the former Committee member Dr.A.Milea. The representative of Romania had not attended three Committee meetings in a row, and such state of things violates the COOMET agreements.

After the introduction of the participants, the Committee started the approval of the agenda.

Approval of the agenda

The Commitee approved the following agenda:

1. The approval of the minutes of the 9th meeting of the   COOMET Committee.

2. The activity of the COOMET in the period between the meetings and the goals for increasing the efficiency of the co-operation.

3. The fulfilment of the working programme of the COOMET for 1999-2000.

3a. The information from the Secretariat on the terms of fulfilment of the working programme for 1999-2000.

3b. Reports of the COOMET Rapporteurs on the work done

3c. On the use of analytical information system of the COOMET via the Internet.

4. Information from the national metrological organisations, members of the COOMET, on the urgent problems of the metrological service in their countries.

5. International activities of the COOMET.

5a. Information from the COOMET Secretariat on the membership of the COOMET organisation-members in international and regional metrological organisations.

5b. Talks of the representatives of international and regional organisations.

5c. On the participation of national organisation-members of the COOMET in the Agreement of Mutual Recognition of Standards and the proposals for the approved activities for its fulfilment.

5d. On suggestions on establishing correspondence between COOMET and APMP.

6. On the working programme of the COOMET for 2000/2001.

7. On changes and amendments to the organisational and legal documents of the COOMET.

8. On appointing the COOMET rapporteurs.

9. Miscellaneous.

10.On the location and date of the next meeting of the COOMET Committee.

1. The approval of the minutes of the 9th meeting of the   COOMET Committee

The minutes of the 9th meeting of the COOMET Committee were approved of and included the remarks to the project made by the GUM of Poland.

2. The activity of the COOMET in the period between the meetings and the goals for increasing the efficiency of the co-operation.

The President of COOMET V.Belotserkovsky spoke on the issue. In his talk (Appendix 2), he informed the participants of the meeting of the work done since may 1999 till the present moment, in which attention had been paid to the Proposals on measures for increasing the efficiency of the COOMET activities (Appendix 4.1 of Minutes of the 9th meeting of the COOMET Committee).

The speaker named a wide range of goals for COOMET that were to be discussed at the committee meeting. It was decided to discuss the talk within the discussion of other issues on the agenda that were touched upon in the talk.

3. The fulfilment of the working programme of the COOMET for 1999-2000

3a. The information from the Secretariat on the terms of fulfilment of the working programme for 1999-2000

The Chief of the COOMET Secretariat B.Gorshkov spoke on the issue. In his talk (Appendix 3a), he touched upon the fulfilment of work on the topics, the state of things with the meeting of the correspondents and co-ordinators of the COOMET topics, the informational activities, the participation of COOMET representatives in national and international events, and also on the training of experts in metrology by the COOMET members.

It was pointed out that the Secretariat supports the proposal made by GUM (Poland) to conduct one meeting a year on every field of co-operation, at least once in two or three years. This especially concerns the rapporteurs for “Time and frequency” and  “Photometry and radiometry”.

The Chief of the Secretariat requested the participants of the meeting to inform the Secretariat of the publications, connected with the activities of the COOMET, in national and international printed matter, of the participation in the international conferences on metrology, of training experts in metrology etc. in order to make the report on the fulfilment of the Working programme of the COOMET more interesting and informative. The Chief of the Secretariat also pointed out the question of publishing the actualised Catalogue COOMET-2000, in which the results of the 10th meeting of the COOMET Committee would already be accounted for.

In order to work out the final version of the catalogue, the Committee members received the media with the electronic project of the catalogue.

The following resolution on the issue was adopted:

1. to take into consideration the Secretariat’s information on the state of fulfilment of the Working Programme of the Committee for 1999-2000;

2. to request the Committee members to send the missing data on their countries, their remarks and proposals on the electronic version of the COOMET Catalogue to the COOMET Secretariat before the end of July.

3b. Reports of the COOMET Rapporteurs on the work done

At the meeting, the annual reports of the Rapporteurs on the topics for co-operation were made.

Mass, force and pressure. The report on the subject field was made by Ms.Klarner-Snyadovska. 

The rapporteur gave a general overview of the subject field. Recently, 5 meetings of the correspondents have been conducted. Out of the 18 proposed topics, 12 have been approved of and 3 have been finished.

The rapporteur paid great attention to the results of the last meeting of the correspondents and co-ordinators in Warsaw, where the appointment of the new COOMET rapporteur in this subject field had been discussed and agreed upon.

The rapporteur gave a detailed overview of the state of works on the topics for co-operation. The participants of the meeting formulated their proposals for discussion at the meeting of the COOMET Committee, including the proposals on organising and conducting comparisons, organising the meetings of the correspondents etc.

Electricity. The rapporteur Yu.Pavlenko also gave a general overview of the co-operation in the subject field. After checking the inventory and the actualisation of the topics, a number of “dead” topics and topics that haven’t been discussed for a long time have been excluded.

In the recent years, the meetings of the correspondents and co-ordinators of the topics in the field of “Electricity” have been regularly conducted. The last meeting took place in Berlin in October 1999. The co-operation is also going on within the framework of the TRANSFORM Programme, within unilateral and multilateral projects, standard comparisons are conducted.

A number of interesting resolutions to be discussed at the meeting of the COOMET Committee, including those on the simplification of the customs procedure for shipping standard samples and basic measurement facilities for standard comparisons (ATA CARNET system), on the seminar on methods and practice of international comparisons etc., were proposed.

Length and angle. As the rapporteur on this subject field V.Solovjov was absent from the meeting, the text of the report was read out by Yu.Pavlenko. 

It was mentioned that the metrological institutions of Germany, Russia, Ukraine, Poland, Slovakia and Belorussia actively co-operate in this field. The institutions of Moldavia and Lithuania also expressed their wish to join the work. 

The topics were actualised. Out of the 13 topics on length and angle, 5 topics have been discussed and working projects have been worked out. The overview of the state of works on the topics was given. The last meeting of the correspondents and co-ordinators of the topics in the field was held in Kharkiv in April 1999. The next meeting was planned for May 2000.

Time and frequency. As the rapporteur V.Tatarenkov was absent from the meeting, the report on his behalf was made by A.Doinikov. 

Within this subject field, the works on four topics were conducted, including the three topics that are the continuos metrological work. The report included the detailed overview of the state of words on each topic.

Photometry and radiometry. The report was made by L.Isaev. The works are conducted on 8 agreed topics. Unfortunately, as Poland discontinued its membership in COOMET, GUM withdrew from the majority of the projects, including those where GUM was appointed co-ordinator.

Reference materials. The report was made by L.Isaev. He mentioned that the co-operation in this subject field started in 1992 and that its basic contents and goals were formulated in the approved Memorandum “On co-operation for creation and application of RM within COOMET”. A number of documents on methods have been worked out. The documentation for several RM types has been worked out. The Registry of the reference materials that had been worked out within COOMET is kept. 6 meetings of the experts in the field have already been conducted. At the present moment, the work on 10 approved topics is going on and 8 more topics have been proposed.

The proposed resolutions for the meeting of the COOMET Committee include the proposal to decide upon the status of the COOMET documents and their categories.

Thermometry and calorimetry. The report was made by P.Kneppo. The results of the last meeting of the COOMET correspondents were reported. At the meeting, the organising of the key comparisons were discussed, the overview of the finished topics was given. The proposed resolution for the meeting of the COOMET Committee contains the appeal to the Committee members to support the co-operation in the field of thermometry.

Physical chemistry. The report was made by P.Kneppo. He gave a general overview of the co-operation in the field, and noted the particulars of the work bordering on chemistry and metrology. The results of the last meeting of the COOMET correspondents were reported and the overview of the finished topics was given. 

Ionising radiation and radioactivity. The report was made by A.Doinikov. At the present moment, there are three topics in this subject field on which almost no work is done. In order to start working on the topics, it is necessary for the experts to meet and agree on the working projects. Unfortunately, the meeting that had been planned for the fall of 1999 did not take place because the countries showed little interest. At the Committee meeting, the letter containing the proposal to hold a meeting of the experts in this subject field in the end of June 2000 was distributed. 

General metrology, Legal metrology, and Calibration service. The report on this subject field was made by R.Hanevald. He reported the results of the 1st meeting of the working group on legal metrology that was held in Braunschweig in April 2000. The report and the project of the resolution were discussed by N.Zhagora (the participant of the 1st meeting of the working group), L.Isaev and V.Belotserkovsky. The next meeting of the working group is planned to take place in Minsk. 

The following resolutions, based on the results of the reports and the discussion, as well as on the results of the 1st meeting of the Working group on legal metrology and the proposals of the COOMET rapporteurs, were proposed:

1. to consider further co-operation with Poland after it had discontinued the membership in COOMET expedient and to request GUM of Poland to continue its co-operation in the field of “ Mass, force and pressure” and other subject fields that are of interest to both the COOMET and GUM;

2. to request the organisation-members of the COOMET to include works within the COOMET framework in their plans and, if possible, in their state funding schemes;

3. to request the COOMET governing body to address the appropriate authorities with a petition for the simplification of the customs procedure of shipping standard samples and basic measurement facilities for comparisons (ATA CARNET system);

4. to organise a seminar of methods and practice of international comparisons within the COOMET, to request the PTB to support this event financially;

5. in order to make the application of standards more efficient, to recommend the organisation-members of the COOMET to work more actively on

· creation and improvement of the national standards, bringing their metrological characteristics to the level of the leading countries, and participation in the corresponding international projects for that purpose;

· participation in the international comparisons of various levels, including the “key comparisons” under the auspices of the Consulting Committees of the BIPM.

· improvement of the quality systems of the national standards.

6. to request the COOMET Secretariat to solve the problem of the status of the documentation, developed within the COOMET framework, and their categories promptly;

7. according to the discussion of the results of the 1st meeting of the Working group on legal metrology, in order to facilitate the co-operation in this field,

· to agree with the opinion of the Working group on legal metrology (WG-LM) that it is necessary to concentrate mainly on the issues of legal metrology. All other issues, concerning interdisciplinary metrology, at the present moment are to be worked on within separate working subgroups;

· to pay more attention to the description of the state of legal metrology in the countries of the COOMET in the new version of the COOMET Catalogue, and to request the PTB to made their opinion on the corresponding chapters known;

· to consider it expedient for WG-LM to co-operate actively with other regional organisations for legal metrology on behalf of the COOMET, to increase the information exchange, to make the results of their work known also via teaching programmes;

· to request the members of the COOMET Committee to send their remarks on the project MD 9 of the IОLM to the COOMET Secretariat before July 1, 2000 in order to generalise and work out a unified viewpoint.

8. to take into consideration the information on the specified structure of the reports, developed by the Secretariat (see specifications to the Regulations of the COOMET Procedure), and to request the rapporteurs to use this structure as guidelines for the preparation of the reports for 2000-2001 and the following years.

3c. On the use of analytical information system of the COOMET via the Internet

The President of the COOMET V.Belotserkovsky spoke on the issue. He pointed out the importance of the use of new information technology and reminded the participants of the fact that a year ago, on the 9th meeting of the COOMET Committee in Moscow, the new PCBIRS system, developed by VNIIFTRI was demonstrated. Since then all the subject fields of the COOMET, were included in the system. 

Besides, the COOMET web-site is being created, at the moment, within the web-site of the Committee for Standardisation of Russia, where one can find brief information on COOMET, corresponding to the booklet issued by the PTB.

The contents of the web-site is supposed to be expanded. The results of the meetings of the working group, the COOMET subject fields etc. will be posted there.

At the moment, the COOMET subject fields can be viewed in the Internet, but in a complicated way. The address of the site will be made known to all COOMET members.

The web-site of the COOMET is also supposed to contain the database on Appendix C of the Agreement on Mutual Recognition of National Standards. This project is to be finished in the fall, by the time of the next meeting of the Joint Committee of the Regional metrological organisations and the BIPM.

All this is done by the VNIIFTRI. The web-site is to be registered as coomet.org. This has to be done no later than the time of the next meeting of the COOMET Committee. 

Slides, illustrating the capabilities of the PCBIRS system, were shown. The discussion of the issue led to the proposal of the following resolution:

1. the President of the COOMET is to provide for the web-site in the Internet before October 2000;

2. to request the COOMET members to send their suggestions on the improvement of the design and contents of the web-page to the President, after the web-page has been created.

4. Information from the national metrological organisations, members of the COOMET, on the urgent problems of the metrological service in their countries

At the Committee meeting, all the present Committee members or their representatives exchanged information on the urgent problems, faced by the metrological service, and on the most important events in the field of metrology in their countries (Appendix 4).

5. International activities of the COOMET

5a. Information from the COOMET Secretariat on the membership of the COOMET organisation-members in international and regional metrological organisations

According to the instruction of the 9th meeting of the COOMET Committee, the Secretariat summarised the information from the COOMET organisation-members on their participation in the work on metrology within international and regional organisations (Reference appendix 5a).

On this issue, the following resolution was made:

· to consider it expedient to use the above mentioned information when appointing the COOMET representatives at the meetings of the supervising and working authorities of other international and regional metrological organisations, especially those that keep up correspondence with COOMET.

5b. Talks of the representatives of international and regional organisations

Within this item of the agenda, the representatives of IOLM and ICMW (L.Isaev), the Joint Committee of regional metrological organisations and BIPM (V.Belotserkovsky), MGS CIA (N.Zhagora), and Dr.H.-D.Velfe spoke on the work of Euromet (Appendix 5b).

5c. On the participation of national organisation-members of the COOMET in the Agreement of Mutual Recognition of Standards and the proposals for the approved activities for its fulfilment

The President of the COOMET V.Belotserkovsky, a member of the Joint Committee of regional metrological organisations and BIPM, spoke on the issue.

He pointed out that for some COOMET members there are some peculiarities of the participation in the realisation of the Agreement on Mutual Recognition of Standards (the Agreement):

· a number of the COOMET countries are not members of the Metrical Convention;

· the concept of ‘ambiguity’ is slowly being incorporated in the metrological activities;

· after the breakdown of the USSR, a number of its former republics had no standard samples and had to create them anew. 

In spite of the present difficulties, the COOMET states the goal to join the works on the realisation of the Agreement in order to join the world processes of integration and globalisation, the activities of the ВТО etc.

An important condition for the participation in the Agreement is taking part in the activities of one of the regional metrological organisations (RMO).

Among the countries-members of the COOMET, the Agreement was signed by the countries- members of Euromet (Germany, Poland, Slovakia), and Russia, Bulgaria and Romania (members of the Metrical Convention).

As L.Isaev mentioned in his talk, the countries that are not members of the Metrical Convention may on certain conditions become associated members of the General Conference on Measures and Weights. The countries, willing to do so, are recommended to inform the Secretariat of the planned dates of applying for associated membership.

The primary task in the participation in the realisation of the Agreement is to create the database on Appendix C. First of all, it is necessary to prepare the data on the measurements of length and angle, electricity and magnetics. The data on other fields are to be presented to the President of the COOMET or to the Secretariat by June 30.

The biggest work load of organising those issues falls on Russia, as the COOMET chairman, and Ukraine, as the Ukrainian experts are the rapporteurs for the first of the above mentioned subject fields.

The suggested basis is the Euromet format. The terms of providing the data on the fixed forms should correspond to the schedule.

At the moment, the data were submitted by Bulgaria only, and even those need elaboration. Romania has not provided any data. Besides, if Romania is expelled from the COOMET, since its representative had missed the Committee meetings three times in a row, it will have difficulties with participation in the Agreement. Russia is creating databases for presentation to the BIPM.

V.Slaev, A.Doinikov and Yu.Pavlenko, who were present at the meeting, can give the necessary advice on the preparation of the database. 

Besides, a number of tasks have to be done:

1. to work out the procedure of creating and maintaining the database. It is suggested that the NIST and Euromet materials should be considered an example for this.

2. to work out the document on the quality system for standard samples.

On this item of the agenda, the Committee members, the COOMET Rapporteurs and Correspondents were commissioned to take measures to make the activity on the realisation of the Agreement on Mutual Recognition of national standards and calibration and measurement certificates issued by national metrological institutions (the Agreement) more efficient. In order to do so, 

· the members are to submit to the president by e-mail (coomet@gost.ru) within scheduled period the necessary data for Appendix C to the Agreement in the format used by Euromet;

· by September 15, 2000, the President of the COOMET together with the national metrological institutions is to work out and send to the Committee members and the Rapporteurs the project of the documents, concerning the regulations of the procedure of creating and maintaining of databases for Appendix C of the Agreement and the evaluation of quality systems;

· the Committee members, whose national metrological institutions have not signed the Agreement, are to inform the President of the COOMET by June 30 of the planned date of applying for associated membership in the General Conference on Measures and Weights.

5d. On suggestions on establishing correspondence between COOMET and APMP

For the discussion of this issue, the COOMET Secretariat distributed the certificate of the Asian-Pacific Metrological Programme (APMP).

The President of the COOMET V.Belotserkovsky, who spoke on the issue, pointed out that the economics of the Asian-Pacific region is rapidly developing at the moment. In the region, a number of regional organisations have been formed and are successfully working, including the metrological ones, namely Asian-Pacific Legal Metrology Forum (APLMF), Asian-Pacific Metrological Programme (APMP), and Asian-Pacific Co-operation for Laboratory Accreditation (APCLA).

APMP works on over 20 co-operation programmes. It is actively participating in the realisation of the Agreement on Mutual Recognition of Measurement Standards and is conducting key and optional comparisons.

The COOMET and APMP are already exchanging information. Considering the interest of both sides in co-operation in certain fields, it has been proposed to establish correspondence with APMP.

On this item of the agenda, the following decision was made:

· to consider it expedient to establish correspondence with APMP.

· to request the President of the COOMET to make this known to the governing body of this regional organisation within a month.

5e. On the development of the project of the Regulations of the EEC UN “Methods of measurements”

The President of the COOMET V.Belotserkovsky informed the participants of the meeting of the state of development of the EEC UN project “Methods of Measurements”.

The project of the above mentioned Regulations was reported at the 9th session of the Working group and was sent to national and international metrological organisations. At the moment, six national and international organisations have sent their suggestions for improvement of the form and contents of this document. 

According to the developers, all remarks will be considered in great detail and the revised version will be reported at the 10th session of the Working group, which is to take place in Geneva in November.

6. On the working programme of the COOMET for 2000/2001

The Chief of the Secretariat reported the suggestions on the structure and contents of the Working Programme of the COOMET for 2000/2001 (Appendix 6).

It was suggested that the main component of the Working Programme should be the work on the COOMET subject fields, organising of the meetings of the governing bodies (the COOMET Committee and the President Council) and of the working groups of the COOMET in accordance with the schedule, the work on information technology, participation in the national and international events, and in the training of experts in metrology.

On this item of the agenda, the following resolution was adopted:

· to adopt the project of the Working Programme of the COOMET for 2000/2001, prepared by the Secretariat, as the basis for further work;

· to request the Committee members to send additional suggestions on the project of the Programme to the Secretariat within a month.

7. On changes and amendments to the organisational and legal documents of the COOMET

The President of the COOMET V.Belotserkovsky spoke on the issue. He reported the proposed changes and amendments to the Memorandum of Co-operation.

It was pointed out that since the moment of signing the Memorandum in 1991, its text remained unaltered. At the same time, it appeared to be necessary to specify the geographical framework of the COOMET, taking into consideration that Asian metrological organisations have joined this regional organisation. It is also necessary to create an additional body of the type of Executive or Consulting Committees that exist in the majority of such regional organisations in order to help the President, and to formulate in some way the current state of financial issues within the COOMET etc.

The proposed changes and amendments to the Memorandum were completely approved of by the Committee members (Appendix 7.1).

The problem of changes and amendments to the Regulations of the COOMET Procedure was reported by the Chief of the Secretariat B.Gorshkov. He pointed out that it is necessary to elaborate the document because of making changes and amendments to the Memorandum and some other specifications, connected with the improvement of the organisation of works within the COOMET.

The proposed changes and amendments to the Regulations of the Procedure were completely approved of by the Committee members (Appendix 7.2).

The following resolution on this item of the agenda has been proposed:

· to adopt the changes and amendments to the Memorandum and the Regulations of the COOMET Procedure, worked out by the Secretariat and based on the suggestions made by the Committee members;

· to request the PTB to edit the altered documents in English within a month.

8. On appointing the COOMET rapporteurs

After the discussion of this issue, the COOMET Committee made the following decision:

8.1 As Poland had discontinued its participation in the works of the COOMET, to appoint the COOMET Rapporteur on “Mass, Force, Pressure” Mr.Vaidotas Gegevicius, the technical director of the Vilnius Metrological Centre. This was recommended by the meeting of the COOMET correspondents and co-ordinators in the field that took place in Warsaw in April.

Because the term of powers of the Rapporteurs has expired, to appoint the COOMET Rapporteurs for the fields:

“Thermometry and Calorimetry” Prof., Dr.L.Nazarenko (Kharkiv State Institute of Metrology, Ukraine)

“Physical Chemistry” Prof., Dr.L.Konopelko (VNIIM im. D.I. Mendeleev, Russia).

8.3 As it is necessary to work in the new fields of co-operation, to appoint the COOMET Rapporteur for the following fields:

“Acoustics and Vibration” V.Pozdeeva (The Belorussian State Institute of Metrology, Minsk);

“Flow Measurement” I.Peter (the Slovak Metrological Institute, Bratislava).

9. Miscellaneous

9.1 On the candidates for the President’s Council

According to the new version of article 5 of the Memorandum of Co-operation of the COOMET, the President of the COOMET suggested the following persons as Vice-Presidents:

N.Zhagora (Belorussia),

P.Kneppo (Slovakia),

G.Sydorenko (Ukraine),

H.-D.Velfe (Germany).

Together with the President of the COOMET and the Chief of the COOMET Secretariat they will form the President’s Council.

The following decision was made on the issue:

· to approve of the proposed candidates to be COOMET Vice-President;

· to hold the 1st meeting of the President’s Council in Moscow in October 2000.

9.2. On the COOMET logotype

The members of the COOMET Committee were requested to prepare their suggestions on the COOMET logotype for the next Committee meeting.

9.3. On representing the COOMET at the Euromet meeting

The Vice-President of the COOMET Dr.P.Kneppo was requested to represent the COOMET at the next Euromet meeting in Turkey.

9.4. The talk of the representative of GUM of Poland

In her talk, Ms.Klarner-Snyadovska thanked the participants of the meeting for their appreciation of Poland’s contribution in the founding and development of the COOMET during the years of joint work and wished successful co-operation to the COOMET and the national metrological institutions.

The participants of the meeting received the latest edition of the GUM catalogue. On behalf of the President of GUM K.Mordzinski, souvenirs were presented to the President of the COOMET, the Chief of the Secretariat and the Committee member for Kazakhstan as the organiser of the meeting.

10. On the location and date of the next meeting of the COOMET Committee

The President and the Committee members suggested that the next 11th meeting of the COOMET Committee should be held in Kishinev, Moldavia in May 2000.

The suggestion was approved of.

The Closing of the Meeting

The President of the COOMET thanked the participants of the meeting for their active work, the Secretariat and the organisers – for the high level of preparation and conducting the meeting, and the interpreter – for his professional work.

*

*          *

The members of the 10th meeting of the COOMET Committee visited the laboratories of the Almaty branch of the Centre for Standardisation and Metrology.
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Appendix 2

Theses of the report of COOMET President

COOMET activity in the period between Committee meetings

and problems of cooperation
Dear colleagues!

Let me to inform you on work carried out together with Secretariat after the 9-th COOMET Committee meeting in Moscow in May 1999, and also to dwell on problems which should be solved in further COOMET activity. 

The information on the previous 9-th COOMET Committee meeting of was published operatively in OIML Bulletin No. 3 for July 1999. We are planning to inform the world metrology community on the present meeting in the same way.

I shall not dwell at length on the results of fulfillment of the COOMET Working Program in my report. This will do Secretariat. I would like only to mark that the period of the COOMET subject analysis completion and its actualization now is entirely completed, and we have a complete picture of the activities condition in COOMET and we have a capability to watch the course.

It is necessary to mark that as on the 9-th Committee meeting the Proposals on the arrangements aimed at increasing the effectiveness of COOMET activities were supported as a whole so we together with Secretariat followed them in our work to a considerable extent. 

In the organizational plan there were and there are the problems of President, Committee Members, Rapporteurs and Contact Persons efficient interaction ensuring and active participation of all organization members in its activity. With this purpose after the 9-th meeting there were held the meetings with the majority of the Committee members in particular with the President of Cuban National Bureau of Standards Mr. Lainel Enriquez Rodriguez on the problem of participation in cooperation in the frameworks of COOMET and necessity of observance of Rules of procedure. 

I hope that the Cuban representatives will inform us on the condition of metrology in the Republic of Cuba and their plans of participation in COOMET activity.

We are glad to welcome the new COOMET Committee Members from Kazakhstan, Romania, Ukraine in our rank because the absence of the country representative in Committee extremely complicates the President and Secretariat work. 

In our opinion the COOMET activity becomes more effective concerning to the results of formation and realization of the COOMET Working Program. 

Simultaneously the COOMET significance as regional metrology organization (RMO) is essentially increasing as the participation in it provides national metrology institutes of appropriate countries with opportunity to participate actively in realization of Mutual Recognition Arrangement of national measurement standards and of calibration and measurement certificates issued by national metrology institutes (MRA). 

I think, and the majority of Committee members will agree with me, that one of the basic problems of the present meeting and further COOMET activity is the development and realization of agreed measures of COOMET Members participation in this Arrangement. The appropriate measures should be developed taking into account the BIPM methodical principles and the experience in this direction of EUROMET, APMP and other organizations activities. 

The COOMET role will increase even more in connection with prospective creation and beginning of Joint Committee of RMO on legal metrology and BILM activity, and also strengthening of COOMET constructive cooperation with EUROMET and WELMEC, establishment close connections of COOMET with APMP and APLMF. 

As is known, now the regional organizations in the fields of cooperation that are of interest for COOMET can be divided into the following basic groups: 

· specialized organizations cooperating in the field of standards (for example: EUROMET, APMP, SADMET, DUNAMET);

· specialized organizations cooperating in the field of legal metrology (WELMEC, APLMF, SALMEC, COLAMEL)

· specialized organizations cooperating in the field of laboratories accreditation (EA, APLAC, SADCA, IAAC etc.);

· organizations of universal type (SIM, MENAMET, COOMET).

Our organization concerns to organizations of universal type according to the contents of cooperation problems. However at the present stage the main attention is given to cooperation in the field of standards in the frameworks of COOMET. 

In the field of legal metrology the cooperation subjects is not so extensive yet. But there is a hope for our Working Group on legal metrology. At its meeting in April 2000 the arrangements were reached providing actualization and extension of cooperation subjects, legalization of the documents developed in the frameworks of COOMET and establishment of the order registration. The joint works in the field of accreditation are not carried out yet and practically there are no connections with EA and other similar organizations. 

From above said it follows that COOMET should develop cooperation in the field of standards for realization of MRA, to accumulate cooperation in the field of legal metrology and to begin the joint works in the field of accreditation.

We consider that the practice of cooperation of a number of COOMET Members in various regional and international organizations deserves approval as it provides with opportunity to use advanced experience of cooperation. 

Secretariat will report you on members of what organizations are today COOMET Members (it would be desirable to mark that COOMET Secretariat is continuing to carry out analysis of international cooperation on metrology with the purpose to work out the arrangements aimed at increasing the effectiveness of COOMET activities). For example, rather recently Ukraine and Lithuania joined EUROMET as corresponding organizations remaining the active COOMET Members. In this situation it calls a large regret the solution of Poland on the termination of membership in COOMET especially as just Poland was one of the initiators of COOMET creation and the most active member of it. In this situation, as it seems, it would be more logical to change the status of Poland (associated member) and reduce the volume of works in COOMET. 

Obviously it is necessary to be considered with realities of life: one leaves our organization, the others - join it. To facilitate the joining COOMET of interested organizations it seems expedient to expand a little the COOMET geographical boundaries as regional organization, to bring into accord with potential capabilities of the new members acceptance as from European so from Asian countries. 

The extension of the regional COOMET boundaries requires making alterations in Memorandum of cooperation. 

The other proposed addition to Memorandum concerns formation of President Council – an analog of the Executive or Advice Committee that exist practically in all RMO. It seems to us that this Council is necessary for COOMET as the members of our organization are connected with different economic communities (for example, EC and CIS), and some do not joint one from them. At such structure of membership it is necessary to have the body determining technical policy and forming the problems of cooperation even on the nearest perspective. Remembering the instructions of the First COOMET President Dr Z.Referovsky - whenever it is possible not to change Memorandum, we it did not do this for 9 years. However it is necessary to move forwards and to use the new organizational forms and methods of activity. 

During these years some problems arose which should be mentioned in our organizational and legal documents: Memorandum and Rules of procedure. It is not necessary to be afraid of it. It is enough to mark that EUROMET repeatedly made changes in Memorandum. 

Central figure in organization of our cooperation is COOMET Rapporteur. Just the Rapporteur is the international chief in certain field of cooperation. As far as he participates actively in appropriate international arrangements and therefore possesses an information on a problem of cooperation state, as far as he interacts effectively with contact persons and coordinates their activity - all this determines finally efficiency of our cooperation in the given subject field. Now the role of Rapporteurs is increasing even more since it is necessary for them to contact with the appropriate Rapporteurs from other RМО on the problems of realization Mutual Recognition Arrangement of national measurement standards. 

Unfortunately for 9 years of COOMET existence we have fields of cooperation in which there are no chiefs. It is explained by principles of Rapporteurs nomination: if there is no cooperation in the given field it is not necessary to nominate “chief” of an empty place. In our opinion it is more correct to be guided by other principle: if there is no organizer of cooperation, it will be no cooperation. So in order to adjust cooperation in this or that subject field it is necessary to nominate the organizer – COOMET Rapporteur. In this case we mean the fields “Acoustics and vibration”, “Flow measurement”.

Not less important condition of effectiveness of COOMET activity is the activation of contact persons and coordinators work in the COOMET projects. A weak place in their work is the low level of representation at the meetings on subject fields of cooperation that is caused more often by absence of financing on business trips. It is necessary to obtain capabilities of rendering the financial support for presence of some contact persons and coordinators at the meeting.

As I marked already in the report at the 9-th COOMET Committee meeting the other not less important condition of effective COOMET activity is the use of modern information technologies, modern communication facilities and Internet network in our cooperation. In our work we are not only to adjust the use of analytical information system PCBIRC with reference to the COOMET projects but also to create and to use databases of standards, measuring capabilities (“cmc”), measuring instruments pattern approval, various documents etc. 

In the frameworks of COOMET there is one more major problem of cooperation and by the way large attention is given for it in the majority of regional organizations. This is the problem of experts on metrology preparation and training including preparation of young metrologists, organization of probation periods of leading scientists and experts, etc. Dr. P.Kneppo mentioned in his report at the 9-th COOMET Committee meeting about expediency of realization of such works in COOMET. In the frameworks of COOMET some international centers of training of personnel on metrology were already designated. I mean the following:

· PTB and German Metrology Academy in Munich which are constantly carrying out educational measures on actual problems of metrology including for COOMET Members,

· Slovak Metrology Institute in Bratislava where now the young experts from Russia and Ukraine are working on year probation.


The functions of such centers could also be executed by other organizations, for example, Academy for standardization, metrology and certification and VNIIMS of Gosstandart of Russia.

I would like also to dwell on the problem of financing of COOMET activity that should be solved. As it is shown in the analysis of international regional cooperation at the first stage of RMO activity, for example, the Secretariat activities are financed at the expenses of a presiding Party as a rule. But after a while (3-5 years) there is beginning individual share in financing of Secretariat activity. In COOMET since the 7-th COOMET Committee meeting in Brauschweig there is a combination system of financing: at the expense of presiding country in COOMET plus the financial support of PTB which is very important stimulating factor. However it has not organizational and legal bases and can be suspended at any time.

For this reason, considering at the present COOMET Committee meeting the proposals on entering definitions and additions in Memorandum, it is necessary to try once again to find the compromise in the solution of this problem. 

In the conclusion instead of formulating the problems of cooperation in the frameworks of COOMET I am suggesting you to look through the proposals on the resolutions drafts of our meeting prepared by us taking into account opinions of many Committee members and a number of COOMET Rapporteurs. The discussion and adoption by Committee of the resolutions elaborated at the present meeting should become the main result of our activity.

Thank you for your attention!

V.Belotserkovsky

Appendix 3a

Information

of the COOMET Secretariat on fulfillment 

of the Working Program for 1999/2000

It was foreseen by the Working Program of 1999/2000 the following:

1. Realization of works on 58 COOMET projects (agreed and completed projects in 1999/2000 are included).

2. Realization of COOMET leading and working bodies meetings.

3. Carrying out the information activity.

4. COOMET representatives participation in national and international arrangements.

5. Realization of arrangements on experts on metrology preparation by COOMET Members.

1. Now the list of the COOMET projects includes:

- agreed      - 44 projects (including projects on which the appropriate forms 


were not filled yet);

- proposed  - 17 projects.


 Besides 12 projects were completed in 1999, including in the following fields:

- “Weight, Force, Pressure ”                - 2 projects;

- “Length and Angle”                           - 2 projects;

- “Electricity”                                       - 1 project;

- “Photometry and Radiometry”           - 3 projects;

- “Time and frequency”                        - 1 project;

- “Thermometry and Calorimetry”       - 1 project;

- “Physical Chemistry”                         - 1 project;

- “Legal metrology”                              - 1 project.


 As at the present situation of 2000 2 projects are completed:

- “Mass, Force, Pressure”                     - 1 project;

- “Legal metrology”                             - 1 project. 

Table

Activity of COOMET organization-members from the point of view of their authorship on COOMET agreed projects and availability of the proposals to include the new projects

	Country
	Quantity of the coordinated projects
	Quantity of the proposed new projects

	Belarus
	1
	3

	Bulgaria
	9
	3

	Germany
	2
	-

	Kazakhstan
	-
	-

	Cuba
	-
	-

	Lithuania
	-
	-

	Moldova
	-
	-

	Poland
	2
	-

	Romania
	-
	-

	Russia
	21
	8

	Slovakia
	1
	-

	Ukraine
	8
	3


Rapporteurs in thier reports will tell in every detail about the fulfillment of the COOMET projects.

2. In the accounting period the following was carried out:

· 9th COOMET Committee meeting, May 12-13, 1999, Moscow, Russia;

· Contact persons and coordinators meetings:

· Mass, Force, Pressure               - March 23-26, 1999, Kishinev, Moldova

                 April 12-14, 2000, Warsaw, Poland

· Electricity                                  - October 7-8, 1999, Berlin, Germany

· Length and Angle                      - April 26-29, 1999, Kharkov, Ukraine

· Thermometry and Calorimetry  - April 23, 1999, Bratislava, Slovakia

· Physical Chemistry                    - April 26-27, 1999, Bratislava, Slovakia

· Reference materials                   - October 5-7, 1999, Ekaterinburg, Russia

· Legal metrology:

- meeting on problems of mutual recognition - December 9-10, 1999, Vilnius, Lithuania 

- the 1-st meeting of the WG on legal metrology - April 5-8, 2000, Braunshweig, Germany


Unfortunately, the contact persons meeting in the field of cooperation “Ionizing radiation and Radioactivity”, scheduled for November, 1999 in Mendeleevo (VNIIFTRI), Russia was not held in connection with small interest of experts.


Secretariat supports the proposals of GUM (Poland) about the necessity of organization of 1 meeting per year on each field of cooperation, as a last resort, at least 1 time per 2-3 years.


Rapporteurs in the fields “Time and Frequency” and “Photometry and Radiometry” should keep this in their mind.

3. Carrying out the information activity:

It is necessary to mark, that according to the results of the 9th COOMET Committee meeting in Moscow COOMET President prepared operatively the information and it was published in OIML Bulletin No. 3, July 1999.

In November 1999 Mrs. Klarner-Śniadovska directed kindly to our address GUM Bulletin No. 1-2 (16-17) 1999 “Metrology and assay business ” with her article – the review on GUM cooperation within the framework of various international and regional organizations, including COOMET.

Obviously, number of such publications about COOMET is much more. It would be desirable that the COOMET organization-members direct copies of the publications or information on them to COOMET Secretariat.

PTB executed the obligations on issuing the brief booklet - information about COOMET which was sent to COOMET Members for distribution.

According to COOMET established order Secretariat scheduled issuing the COOMET Directory as state on December 1999 (since last time such Directory was issued by Secretariat from Bratislava in December 1997). However the COOMET organization-members representatives majority stated for issuing of the actual Directory taking into account the results of the 10th COOMET Committee meeting activity (Committee Members, Rapporteurs, COOMET national organization-members structure and tasks).

Taking this into account at the 10th COOMET Committee meeting all Committee Members will receive the COOMET Directory drafts on Micro Floppy Disks in order to have a capability to look through the materials prepared by Secretariat and to direct their remarks in a month's time.

4. COOMET representatives participation in national and international arrangements on metrology.

Secretariat does not dispose the full information on the given COOMET activity direction. In 1999/2000 the COOMET representatives participated rather actively in many national and international arrangements on metrology.

For this period COOMET President participated twice in Joint Committee of Regional Organizations on Metrology and BIPM activities: 

February 1999, Paris,

March 2000, NIST, USA.

At the request of COOMET President Mr. N.Zhagora took part in the 13th EUROMET meeting activity (May 1999, Prague) and Mr. L.Issaev - in the ROMs representatives on legal metrology and BIML meeting in October 1999, Tunis.

In the EUROMET meetings on “Weight and related quantities”, on “Electricity” the GUM (Poland) representatives and COOMET Rapporteur on “Electricity” Mr. Pavlenko participated accordingly.

Also COOMET President took part in celebrations on case of the 80-th anniversary of Slovak and Czech metrology (September 1999, Bratislava).

It is necessary to put this activity in order. We shall go to our colleagues from international and regional organizations on metrology and they will come to our arrangements. First of all it concerns COOMET representatives participation in international regional organizations with which COOMET established correspondent relations.

It is possible to hope that the President Council will play its role in activation of COOMET international contacts if the solution on its creation will be adopted.

5. Arrangements on experts on metrology preparation and improvement of professional skill.

This is one from the important directions of many regional organizations on metrology activities which did not yet received due development in the frameworks of COOMET.

PTB carries out large activity on this direction both on the base in Braunschweig and on the base of German metrological academy in Munich including activity for COOMET country-members. As an example it is possible to name a seminar on medical products with measuring functions in 1999.

Nowadays young metrologists from Russia and Ukraine pass training in Bratislivian metrological institute.

It would be expedient to give to this activity the appropriate organizational forms in the frameworks of COOMET.

Shortly such are the results of fulfillment of the COOMET Working Program for the period since May 1999 till May 2000.

The report would be more full and more interesting if the appropriate information of the COOMET organization-members was directed to COOMET Secretariat.

Thank you for attention!

Enclosure: lists of COOMET agreed, proposed and completed projects as state on May 2000 (handed to the Committee members at the meeting).

B.Gorshkov

COOMET Secretariat

Appendix 4
Information from the national metrological organisations, members of the COOMET, on the urgent problems, faced by the metrological service in their countries

1. Belorussia – Mr.N.Zhagora

First of all, I would like to tell you about the Programme for Creating National Standards. This year we have been working on the standards of Force, Plane Angle and Electric Power. 

The concept of the programme for creating standards for 2001-2005 has been approved of by the Government, and a scientific programme on time and frequency is under way. The Committee for Foreign Affairs has approved of the decision that Belorussia should join the ICMW as an observer.

It was decided to simplify customs procedures for temporary import without customs duties.

This year, the Belorusstandart, the national accreditation authority, confirmed the accreditation of the institute as verifying organ.

2. Cuba –Mr.L.R.Formoso.

By taking part in the 10th meeting of the COOMET Committee the Republic of Cuba confirms its participation in the co-operation within the COOMET.

We give detailed consideration to the reports and results of the COOMET activities. At the moment, a complete report on the modern state of metrology and metrological service in Cuba is being prepared. Lately, we have been working on the new Law on Metrology and on laws on standardisation and quality, which received the Government approval in February 1998. We keep working in the field of legal metrology and a new group of standards, prepared on the basis of recommendations of IOLM, ISO and regional organisations, has been introduced. Besides, during the last three years we have been working on the accreditation of our laboratories, according to the Regulations of the ISO/IEC 25 and we are planning to continue this work.

What are the difficulties that we are facing?

We have to solve three primary problems:

· to modernise the equipment of the metrological service;

· to join the international and regional comparisons of high accuracy;

· to improve the qualification of our metrologists, so that it would meet international standards. 

Mr.L.Formoso assured the audience that they will soon receive the report on the state of metrology and the metrological service in Cuba, and thanked the COOMET Secretariat for help with organising the visit of the representatives of Cuba at this COOMET meeting.

3. Germany – Dr.H.-D.Velfe

The main points:

The term “globalisation” defines to a great extent the main contents of the metrological work of the PTB of the recent years.

The PTB takes part in many measurements and comparisons, especially in key comparisons and comparisons with primary standards. One of such comparisons was conducted together with VNIIM.

An important part of the PTB activity is work on evaluation of incertitude of measurements with the help of the corresponding Regulations, which requires experts of high qualification. In all the PTB laboratories, a system of quality control, based on the ISO 17025 standard, was introduced. It is planned to finish this work by the end of this year.

When speaking of the international level of signing the Agreement of Mutual Recognition of Measurement Standards, it is necessary to point out how important this issue is. This work is conducted under the control of national metrological institutions and includes detailed fulfilment of responsibilities and fixed procedures. The publication of the data on measurement and calibration capabilities is based on the BIPM database. Key provisions of the programme on quality control are being introduced.

In his talk, Dr.H.-D.Velfe used slides. One of them showed the co-operation of the PTB and the Holland Institute of Metrology. The standard of flow measurement for high pressure gases was shown. H.-D.Velfe said that there are more detailed materials and slides on this conference, that have the form of a report and may be provided to the Committee members.

To close his talk, Dr.H.-D.Velfe thanked VNIIM for translating the Regulations for Expression of Incertitude into Russian.

4. Kazakhstan – Mr.Z.Abdirassilov

The Republic of Kazakhstan has no research institute of metrology, which could solve the problems of maintenance and development of the standard base, development of normative documents, accreditation of measurement laboratories, and conduct research on the above mentioned issues.

The other problem is the absence of a system of creating standard samples of composition and characteristics of substances and materials, that are necessary for many branches of economics. The standard samples that are being used now are out-dated and the certification period for many of them has expired.

The use of international standard samples is not regulated, and many industries of the Republic have no access to them. It is also urgent to solve the problem of the alteration of the procedure for certification of standard samples and the expiry of the certification period.

The other problem: The Law of the Republic of Kazakhstan on the Unification of Measurements establishes the State Control of the net weight of the packed goods. However, the unified procedure of the control still has not been agreed upon. In fact, this control is based on the correspondence to the requirements of the normative documents for the products (standards and technical conditions), which have not been unified with the international requirements.

In order to introduce the international requirements in the Republic of Kazakhstan, it will be necessary to alter all normative documents for the products on packaging, and also to provide for the use of the same requirements by all countries of the former Soviet Union, having trade relationships with Kazakhstan. We suggest that this issue should be discussed at one of the meetings of the COOMET Working Group on Legal Metrology. We also think that we might use the scientific experience of Germany and the experience of Russia for introduction of international requirements for the control of the packed goods in the CIA countries.

5. Kyrgizia – A.Balykin

One of the basic metrological problems in our republic is the development of the standard base. Today, about 50% of the standards have been in use for 15-20 years, are out-dated and need to be replaced. The Programme for the Development of National Standards has been developed and approved by the Government. The Programme provides for the work in 21 fields (replacement and provision of standard equipment).

For this purpose, $1.5 million are to be allocated. However, the funding of work of the Programme is not satisfactory. The realisation of the Programme will allow to create a modern technical basis for metrology and metrological equipment of industry.

6. Brief information on the most important points in metrology in Lithuania, sent by the member of the COOMET Committee Mr.O.Staugaitis.

1. At the moment, Lithuania is a corresponding member of the OIML, an associate member of WELMEC and Euromet. At the moment, the documentation for the Government Resolution on Associate Membership in the Metre Convention is being prepared. This will allow Lithuania to take part in multilateral Agreement on the Recognition of National Standards.

2. The realisation of the national programme on creating state standards of certain measurement types goes on. Besides, in 1999, the PHARE project of 1 million EURO on the renovation of the basic standards in all of the five metrological centres of Lithuania was realised 

3. As Lithuania is preparing to join the European Union, the work on the adoption of the EC directives by the Lithuanian legal acts in the field of legal metrology and on the packaging of products is carried out.

4. The most urgent and important goal is to expand the activities on standard comparisons in Euromet.

7. Moldavia – A.Bartosh

Our metrological institution celebrated its 65th anniversary this year. Since 1996, all metrological work in the Republic is regulated by the Law on Metrology. The basis of this Law is constituted by the principles which served as foundation for the unification of measurements of the Moldavian Republican Bureau of State Standardisation. The system of obligatory state testing of measurement facilities, metrological certification of single samples of measurement facilities, primary and periodical checking was retained.

Analogous to Romania, the concept of “etaloning”, corresponding to the Russian concept of “calibration” was introduced. The measurement facilities that are subject to obligatory state control are regulated by the list, published in the Government Bulletin. The low accuracy level is characteristic of Moldavia. I mean the standards of the 1st category. There are no research institutions for metrology and, as a result, the qualification of metrologists is quite low and there is no state funding of the field. We check our measurement facilities in Romania free of charge, and also in Ukraine, Belorussia and Russia.

It is time to revise the Law on Metrology. We suppose that the state metrological control will be limited, the calibration procedure, obligatory licensing of work on assemblage and installation of certain categories of measurement facilities, the procedure of recognition of testing and verification, conducted in other countries, will be introduced. The programme of co-operation with ministries and departments on regulation of measurement procedures for obligatory metrological control has been worked out. We will continue further decentralisation of the state metrological service by creating metrological centres in the districts. Due to the development of quality control, the functions and powers for storage and maintenance of national standards, calibration of economic agents and verification for the state control will be segregated.

The development of OM and Volt standards based on the electric resistors and normal elements, received from VNIIM, will be finished.

At the moment, the department of standardisation and metrology is functioning in the national centre; we train experts in verification for governmental metrological service. We believe that our national centre meets the requirements of the Republic’s economics almost completely and in many cases our potential remains unused. All the faults are basically caused by the new requirements to the metrological institutions, posted by the international community. 

8. Poland – Ms.M.Klyarner-Snyadovska

GUM continued to work in the field of research, legal and industrial metrology. The work includes restoration and maintenance of standards of measurement units, transfer of units according to the verification schemes, approval of the types of measurement devices and other activities on provision of the unification of measurements in Poland.

1) GUM keeps working on the revision of the Law on Measurements of 1993. One of the reasons for this is the necessity to introduce changes that would provide for complete incorporation of European directives on metrology into the Polish law.

This work is done with the assistance of consulting experts from Great Britain. Their work is funded by the PHARE programme. 

The draft of the Law will be submitted to the Council of Ministers in the end of 2000.

2) GUM keeps working on the harmonisation of the Polish law with the law of the European Union in the field of free barter, including those on legal metrology. 

This year, GUM began working on the harmonisation of the vehicle regulations, namely those concerning the automobile tachographs.

This activity includes both the legal work and the creation of the technical basis.

3) In October 1999, the delegation of GUM represented Poland in the 21st General Conference on Measures and Weights. During that meeting, the President of GUM signed the Agreement on Mutual Recognition of National Measurement Standards and Calibration Certificates, the so called MRA.

4) For several last months, the GUM experts prepared and sent to the Euromet reporters the information, concerning the measuring capabilities of GUM in certain fields, that according to agreements will be included in Appendix C of the MRA.

5) The representatives of GUM took part in the meetings of the correspondents for all Euromet subject fields, as well as in the meetings of five WELMEC working groups.

6) Poland is responsible for the OIML Secretariat TC 1 – Terminology, which co-ordinates the works on the novel of the International Dictionary on Legal Metrology (VIML). The final version of the dictionary was submitted to BIML in August 1999.

7) GUM organised several important meetings in Warsaw:

the 15th meeting of WELMEC Committee (September 1999);

the meeting of the Euromet correspondents on “Flow measurement” (March 2000);

8) In June 1999, the delegation of the Lithuanian Metrological Centre visited GUM in order to agree on the principles of co-operation in the field of standard calibration.

9. Russia – Prof.L.Isaev

During the discussed period, in Russia, the metrological activities continued being transferred to the legal norms and, at the same time, the metrological norms and requirements were incorporated into the developing law code in the field of economics, particularly trade, health service, ecology, nuclear power etc. 

Great attention was paid to the work on accreditation of measurement laboratories.

The system of accreditation of analytical laboratories included 770 laboratories by January 1, 2000. The system of accreditation of laboratories for radiation control included 450 laboratories, and the system of accreditation of laboratories of non-destructive check included 50 laboratories. 

The Russian Calibration System (RCS) was developed. By January 1, 2000, it included 97 accreditation authorities and 977 metrological services and laboratories, accredited to conduct calibrations.

As always, special attention was paid to the most important component of the national system of measurement unification, the standard base. 

This work was conducted in two main directions:

· the development of fundamental research in metrology as the basis of the creation of the standard base of the 21st century;

· maintenance and improvement of the existing metrological base of standards.

For the first of those directions, the subprogram (GNTP) “Fundamental Metrology” was formed.

Besides, at the present moment, the programme of the Gosstandart of Russia “Standards of Russia” is being worked out.

Lately, new standards in optics, calorimetry, physical chemistry have been created and adopted, so, today, the total number of the State standards is 118.

Within the framework of the state metrological control, in 1999 the institutes of the Gosstandard of Russia tested and entered into the State Registry 1059 new types of measurement devices, including 450 types of measurement devices, produced abroad.

We may say that at last a minimal necessary organisational and normative basis of metrological control over game machines with money prizes has been created. The testing for type determination were started; problems of equipment, accreditation, expert training in the field are being solved.

In April, the board of the Gosstandard of Russia discussed the introduction of the state control over packed goods and approved of the draft of the Resolution of the Russian Federation Government on this issue. 

Echoing the international metrological forum “The Role of Metrology in the Social and Economic Development” in Braunschweig in the summer of 1998, the All-Russian Scientific Conference “Metrological Basis of National Economy. The Role of Metrology in the Economic Development of Russia and the CIS countries” took place in Yaroslavl in September 1999.

The All-Russian Scientific Conference “Young Metrologists for the National Economy of Russia” played an important part in the promotion of metrology among the young people.

The year 2000 was the time of many metrological anniversaries, in Russia as well as in other countries. In October, we will be celebrating the 75th anniversary of the Gosstandard of Russia and the 100th anniversary of the VNII of the metrological service. We are currently getting ready for the celebrations.

10. Slovakia – Dr.P.Kneppo

First of all, I would like to thank the President of the COOMET for his participation in the scientific conference dedicated to the 80th anniversary of metrology in Slovakia. He could see that the building of our institute is almost over. Another project, connected with accelerating equipment, arose and is now being worked on together with the Russian Federation.

We are constantly facing the problem of equipping the laboratory of the institute with standards of appropriate metrological parameters. At the moment, within the programme of development of the national standards, we are planning to finish the development of 26 standards and the works on 12 more standards are almost completed. This programme has two main aspects: first, the necessities of Slovakia’s industry and, second, the international recognition of our national standard base. As well as other countries, members of the Metre Convention, in 1999 we signed the Agreement on Mutual Recognition of Standards and Certificates Issued by National Metrological Institutions.

Our experts are taking part in key comparisons, in the work of consulting committees, on the creation of Appendix C. This year a meeting of the Euromet correspondents on thermometry and acoustics was organised.

11. Ukraine – Dr.G.Sydorenko

The state metrological system of Ukraine exists for only eight years, but during this short time its basis was created:

· the legal basis – in 1998 the Law of Ukraine “On Metrology and Metrological Activities” came into power;

· the technical basis – the national standard base, consisting of 36 state standards and 54 secondary standards, was created;

· the normative basis – over 160 national normative documents, regulating all basic objects of the metrological activity, from the physical units to the regulations of the state metrological control, were developed;

· the organisational basis – research metrological centres and regional authorities are functioning, as well as the State Service for Unified Time and Standard Frequency, the State Service for Standard Samples of the Composition and Characteristics of Substances and Materials, the State Service for Standard Reference Materials. The Provisions on State Services were adopted by the Resolutions of the Ukrainian Cabinet.

The results of international comparisons of state standards of Ukraine with the corresponding standards of Germany, France, Great Britain and Russia showed that the developed standards meet the international requirements.

The Gosstandart pays a lot of attention to the effective functioning of the National Standard Base and encourages the research metrological centres and regional authorities to solve this important problem.

In his talk, Dr.Sydorenko pointed out the main tasks of the metrological service of his country. Among them are the majority of classical tasks in this field, including fundamental research of use of physical effects and fundamental physical constants in order to create the scientific starting point and to improve the accuracy of the developed standards, to provide for successful work of the State Services for Time and Standard Frequency, Standard Reference Materials, Standard Samples, in order to improve the normative documentation, to strengthen the relationships between the research metrological centres and regional authorities, as well as the relationships of the State Metrological Service and the metrological services of the executive authorities, enterprises and organisations, in order to participate in international co-operation, in conducting international and regional key comparisons etc.

Appendix 5b

The talks of the representatives of the international and regional metrological organisations

Within this item of the agenda, the floor was given to the following speakers:

Prof. L.K.Isaev as member of the OIML Committee. He read out the letter of the President of the OILM Mr.J.Faber.

“It is clear to me,” the letter states, “that the COOMET has a purposeful working programme, which shows the importance of metrology for the present day, considering further development of the countries and their economy. The OIML is positively minded towards regional metrology. We understand that many problems may be solved better and more efficiently on the regional level than on the global one, to a great extent because the regions do everything they can to avoid new barriers between them…”

Then L.K.Isaev gave a brief overview of the contents of the document “Long-term policy of the OILM – plan of actions”, which will be discussed at the General Conference in London in October 2000. The idea of developing such a document was inspired by the seminar in Braunschweig in 1998, the report of the former President of the OIML Mr.Berkiland “Legal Metrology on the Verge of the 21st Century” and the discussions at the 33rd and 34th meetings of the OIML Committee. The plan consists of four parts:

· facilitating the trade of measurement devices;

· promotion of the measurement results in international trade;

· promotion and development of legal metrology in the countries, members of the OILM;

· structural improvements.

The plan has the classical form.

L.K.Isaev said that the COOMET was discussed at the Presidential Council of the OIML in February. The attitude to the COOMET was cautious, since within this organisation the issues of legal metrology do not play a big part. 

The 1st meeting of the COOMET Working Group on Legal Metrology in Braunschweig aroused great interest in the OILM.

The COOMET is of great interest to the OILM also because within its framework the co-operation not only in legal metrology, but also in other fields is going on.

The second part of the talk of Prof.L.K.Isaev as member of the ICMW was dedicated to the activities of the International organisation of the Metre Convention.

On October 14, 1999, in Paris, the document “The Agreement of Mutual Recognition of National Measurement Standards and Calibration Certificates Issued by National Metrological Institutions” was signed. 

From the point of view of the COOMET, Resolution No.3 “Countries Joining the General Conference on Measures and Weights” adopted at the General Conference is of greatest interest. According to this resolution, a new status is created for the countries that for some reasons cannot become members of the Metre Convention.

It was decided to take the responsibility for providing the countries and economies that are not members of the Metre Convention with means of establishing ties with the world measurement system, in order to unify their measurements with the SI system.

It was decided that the participation of such a country or economy in the Agreement is to be done via the co-operation of its national metrological institutions with a regional metrological organisation that is a member of the Joint Committee of Regional Metrological Organisations and the BIPM. Because of this, it was decided to invite such countries and economies to participate in the General Conference as associate members, so as to establish the ties with the countries, members of the Metre Convention, which is necessary for the participation in the Agreement on Mutual Recognition. The countries and economies that join the General Conference take part in the Convention by appointing observers with no right of vote. The joining countries and economies are to make annual contributions to the BIPM to pay for the services that the International Committee can provide. The annual contribution will be calculated according to its contribution to the UN, as well as for member-states, but the amount will be minimal, 0.05% of the annual subsidy of the BIPM. The country or economy willing to become an associate member may do so by sending an application to the Director of the BIPM directly or via its embassy in Paris and paying the first annual contribution. In case the contributions have not been paid for three years, the country discontinues its associate membership, but it can renew it after the payment of the debt.

According to Mr.Queen, on April 18 the Chinese Hong Kong became the first General Conference associate member after having paid a contribution of 19707 Euro, equivalent of 0.23% of the BIPM budget (accounting the UN contribution of China, as Hong Kong is not a UN member).

V.Belotserkovsky – member of the Joint Committee of Regional Metrological Organisations and the BIPM, informed the participants of the meeting of the activities of the Committee.

The Joint Committee was created in order to organise and supervise the work on the Agreement on Mutual Recognition of Standards. The Committee meets twice a year. The number of RMO representatives is not limited. Therefore, the number of the delegates may be absolutely different, for instance, from one person to ten people. The last Committee meeting took place in NIST in the USA. The biggest number of representatives came from the ATMP. The COOMET sent two representatives: the President of the COOMET and Dr.D.Vassiliev, deputy director of VNIIFTRI. However, the MENAMET was represented by only one person. At the moment, the work of the Committee is concentrated on the problems of the realisation of the Committee. It is necessary to note the special role of NIST in the work on the Agreement. Despite the fact that all recommendations are issued by the BIPM, the techniques of filling the blanks is developed in NIST. The ideology is worked out in the BIPM under the supervision of the Bureau’s Director. The Committee meetings are held in a very democratic manner; every participant may express his opinion or suggestion. Any of the Committee members or the COOMET Rapporteurs, those who have the ability and desire to participate in the meeting of the Joint Committee, please, let me know and we shall increase the number of the COOMET representatives. In particular, we have to consider the next Committee meeting, which is to take place in Paris and will be joined with the meeting of the directors of the National Metrological Institutions. It is obvious that many directors will want to take part at least in the discussion of the work on the Agreement. I hope that at the next Joint Committee meeting the COOMET will be better represented, including the COOMET Vice-Presidents.

N.Zhagora – member of the STC Metre of the MGS CIS, who informed the meeting of the last meeting of the STC Metre.

The last meeting of the STC Metre took place in St.-Petersburg in Test-St.-Petersburg. The following issues were discussed:

· the elaboration of the procedure of mutual recognition of test results and verification of measurement devices;

· metrological terminology;

· the measurement units and the revision of recommendation standards on the use of the SI;

· the principles of control over methods of measurement;

· the status of international standards;

· mutual recognition of the results of expert training in metrology.

For all issues, recommendation were prepared to be discussed at the next meeting of the MGS in Tbilisi. 

After that, N.Zhagora informed the participants of the meeting of the results of the 13the Euromet meeting, which he had attended as the COOMET representative.

At this meeting, the amendments to the Memorandum and the Rules of Procedure of this organisation were discussed.

Euromet has a working group on interdisciplinary metrology, where issues in legal and general metrology are discussed. One of such interesting issues was the relationship between the NIST and Euromet (recognition of standards, calibration and verification laboratories, their work on testing and approval of types of measurement devices).

H.-D.Velfe informed the meeting of the representation of the PTB in Euromet, illustrating his talk by a slide demonstration (structure, status, membership, goals of Euromet, co-operation with international and regional organisations, types of co-operation, the participation of the countries in the Euromet works, the number of approved and proposed projects, their types etc.)

Appendix 7.1

Changes and amendments to the COOMET Memorandum

of Understanding

1. The introduction shall read as follows:

«State metrological institutions on behalf of which this Memorandum has been signed, taking into consideration:

· the territorial closeness of these countries and their economic relations;

· the necessity of permanent perfecting of metrological service of the economic and scientific relations;

· the similarity of their structures and principles of operation of National metrological services;

· their accumulated experience and the results of bilateral and multilateral cooperation;

· willingness to closer cooperation in the scope of international and regional metrological organizations;

declare the intention to cooperate in the field of the physical quantities measurement standards, legal metrology, calibration and accreditation of measuring laboratories within the framework of COOMET organization, defined as follows: »

2. Section 1 Members of COOMET  shall read as follows:

«COOMET is organization of Euro-Asian cooperation of National metrological institutions (from the countries of Central and Eastern Europe and countries geographically close to them» and further according to the text.

3. Section 2 Objectives of COOMET

Article 3 shall read as follows: «To bring closer the activities of metrological services based on international arrangements.»

4. Section 5. Structure of COOMET and working procedures

Additional article of the following content shall be included after article 

5: «By the proposal of the President the Committee approves nominees for

 the Vice-Presidents from the members.

The President, the Vice-Presidents and Chief of the COOMET Secretariat form the President Council, which develop policy of cooperation in COOMET frameworks, cooperation with international and regional metrological organizations, initialization of collaboration between Committee meetings and preparation of questions for consideration at these meetings.»
5. In Article 8 after words « assists the President » words « and the President Council» shall be inserted.

In connection with introduction of new article in this Section it is necessary to change numbering of the articles.

6. Section 9 - Cooperation with international organizations

Article 2 shall read as follows:

«COOMET intends to cooperate, as far as mutual interest exists, with regional metrological organizations of the Eurasian region, mainly with organizations:

· Cooperation of national metrological institutes (EUROMET), 

· European Legal Metrology Cooperation (WELMEC),

· European cooperation on accreditation (EA),

· Asia-Pacific Metrology Program (APMP), 

· Asia -Pacific Legal Metrology Forum (APLMF),

and also with organizations of other regions.»

7. Section 11 - Limitations

Article 2 shall be supplemented with following:

«COOMET has no own financial means. The Secretariat activities are financed at the expenses of a COOMET Committee presiding Party. Remaining COOMET Members can extend financial support to the Secretariat, the President Council and other COOMET bodies for implementation of particular arrangements on voluntary basis.»

Appendix 7.2

Changes and amendments to Rules of Procedure

1. The introduction shall read as follows:

«The Rules of Procedures presented below have been agreed at the first Meeting of COOMET Committee held in Warsaw on November 13 and 14, 1991, and updated and amended at the 10th COOMET Committee meeting in Almaty on May 25-26, 2000.

They amend the description of COOMET structure and activity, which is a part of Memorandum of Understanding and are adopted according to Article 7 Section 5 of the Memorandum (new numbering) and should promote effective solution of cooperation problems in the shortest possible time by means of fulfillment of regulated procedures using modern information technologies and operating communication facilities application.»

2. Article 2.2

The 1st paragraph a List of subject fields of cooperation shall be amended (after words “Calibration service”) with words “Accreditation of measuring laboratories” (taking into account Section 4, article 10 of Memorandum).

The 2nd paragraph the sentence “Rapporteurs for each subject field are appointed by the Committee for a period of 4 years with a capability of a recurring of this term.”

3. Article 2.3. Proposed COOMET project

The words «…registers a project and distributes the form … » should be inserted into the second sentence after words «COOMET Secretariat» and further according to the text.

The given article shall be amended: “In case of absence of interest in realization of the proposed project it can be in the List of COOMET proposed projects within one year.”

3. Article 2.4.  Agreed COOMET project 

Paragraph 4 is to be formulated as follows:

«The Working Group Coordinator sends the completed Agreed COOMET Project Form to the COOMET Secretariat for distribution to the Committee Members and to the Rapporteur for the specific subject field, and also for implementation of the given project in the COOMET Working Program. »

4. Article 2.5. COOMET Project Progress / Final Report

The requirements on structure of the Coordinators and Rapporteurs reports:

«The Reports of the Coordinator and Rapporteur should have the following Sections:

1. general characteristic of cooperation on the respective subject field including the information on a list of executed projects and on the participants of cooperation;

2. results of the coordinators and contact persons last meeting;

3. review of the completed projects and information on use of obtained results;

4. problems of interaction with international and regional organizations in the respective field of cooperation;
5. activities on participation in realization of the Mutual Recognition Arrangement of national measurement standards and other similar arrangements;
6. information on a prospective place and date of the following meeting of the COOMET contact persons and coordinators;
7. proposals to the resolutions of the COOMET Committee meeting.

Total volume of the report should not exceed 3-5 pages or 7-10 min when reported by Rapporteur at the COOMET Committee meeting.»

shall be included after the sentence on page 12: «The Rapporteur prepares an annual report on the respective subject field and sends it to the COOMET Secretariat by the end of February». 

5. Article 3. Committee Meetings / Convocation and procedure 

Articles 3.2. and 3.3. shall be united and formulated as follows:

«The President shall notify about the Meeting at least 10 weeks in advance and also send the preliminary agenda draft with the request to inform the President in 3 weeks time their amendments and more precise definitions to this draft. »

6.  Article 3.8. shall be amended with words:

«In order to accelerate realization of the resolutions adopted at the Committee meeting it is recommended to the COOMET Secretariat to prepare and distribute to the Committee Members the list of drafts of such resolutions at the end of the meeting. »

7. Article 3.9. shall be amended with words:

 «… and also solve problems of cooperation at President Council, meetings of which are being convened by the President as required, but not less often than once a year in period between of COOMET Committee meetings.» 
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